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Encounter one of the most richly varied nations on earth. Countless
people groups speak hundreds of languages and all the major world
faiths are found here. Many controversial issues — environmental,
social and religious — are also brought into sharp focus: the caste
system still oppresses the Dalits or ‘untouchables’; there is tension
between religious groups; grassroots movements protest against
dam-building and GM crops; and a burgeoning middle class develop
international hi-tech industries while more than a third of the
population still live on less than a dollar a day.
This CMS ENCOUNTER visit is an opportunity for youth workers from
the U.K to engage with people doing youth ministry in South East
Asia and learn from their experience. The group will be led by Jonny
Baker, CMS National Youth Advisor.
South Asia Christian Youth Conference – setting the scene
The ENCOUNTER group will attend the second South Asia Christian
Youth Conference from 8th to 14th June 2005 at the Ecumenical
Christian Centre in Bangalore, South India - an opportunity to meet
many 18-30 year old Christians from across South Asia. This fast
growing, relatively prosperous city, is dubbed India’s “Silicon Valley”
- the hub of India’s I.T industry. There is a pleasantly warm climate
most of the year and being at a relatively high elevation it does not
get uncomfortably hot.
The 2005 Conference will build on the outcomes of the ﬁrst South
Asian Youth Conference that was held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in
May 2002. Nearly 200 delegates attended, mainly from different
churches of India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Bhutan. The theme of the conference was “Called For Peace”. CMS
was the principal coordinator and sponsor of the conference with the
Church of Ceylon as the host church and local organiser. However,
the event was ecumenical in nature with ﬁnancial and other support
from a range of partner churches and mission organisations.
The Growth of a South Asian Youth Network
Following the conference there developed a South Asia Youth
Network that is now sustained through a core group and two
recently appointed South Asian Youth Coordinators – Insar Gohar and
Akshay John. There is now a South Asian Christian Youth newsletter,
and ways of strengthening the network through the Web are being
explored. A Book “Called for Peace” has also been published and is
available from CMS.
Follow up meetings were held in Colombo in 2002, Mumbai in
2003 and a third for Kathmandu is planned for February, 2005.
There have also been many local follow up initiatives following on
from the 2002 Youth conference. These included a prayer march
organised by the Church of North India and Church of Pakistan
on the Wagah border of the two countries. Peace and Conﬂict
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Resolution workshops have been held, for example, in the Church of
South India dioceses, in Calcutta Diocese (CNI) and for youth of the
Church of Ceylon. A follow up youth conference for Pakistani youth
was also held in Karachi and this lead to the formation of a National
Youth Forum for the Church of Pakistan.
Gospel in Globalisation
The 2005 Youth Conference will be on the theme “Gospel in
Globalisation” and will explore mission and witness for South Asian
Youth in the context of globalisation. The conference will take the
form of plenary sessions, workshops and cell groups as well as
exposure visits to local mission contexts and projects. There will be
an international team of high quality resource persons from different
backgrounds but with an emphasis on South Asian voices. Within
the overall theme various sub issues and themes will be tackled.
These will include areas such as South Asian youth culture, economic
impact of globalisation, HIV-AIDS, the Church as a global community,
and evangelistic mission in the context of globalisation.
The ENCOUNTER team will take part as international delegates
and also be provided opportunity for creative inputs. It is a unique
opportunity to build lasting friendships and relationships with young
Christians from a different culture and mission context.
Other youth engagement opportunities
In addition to attending the conference, the group will have the
opportunity to visit mission projects and engage with Indian
youth in two dioceses of the Church of South India. There will be
interaction with local youth, exposure to church youth activities
and other mission work of the church. The emphasis will be on
encounter with urban English speaking youth in major urban centres,
notably Bangalore and Madras, and to experience a cross-cultural
mission and lifestyle context.
And Finally
The visit will end with a day’s reﬂection and relaxation at a resort
location on the Bay of Bengal coast, south of Madras.

